Can a child be positioned in side lying while wearing the SWASH during therapy to maintain abduction?

Typically, that shouldn’t be a problem but there are some qualifiers. There may be some pressure put on the joint and the plastic at the joint if any of the two following are present. 

1) The SWASH was adjusted to be in abduction at neutral stance.  In other words, when the patient is in the brace and just standing with the hips in neutral, if the leg sections are adjusted to in abduction, then in a side lying position, there may be some pressure on the plastic and joint. Over time this could affect the integrity of the device. But the magnitude of the abduction it is set in is also a factor. 

2) If the patient is placing the bottom leg (the one they are lying on) in any position other than neutral, then the device by its design is going to be going into an abduction position and this will place pressure on the joint and plastic at the joint. 

 

As an addendum, the size of the patient does matter. If they are a small child (under 50 lbs) then it is not as critical. 

So to recap, things that would impact the SWASH’s integrity would be the patient’s weight, the neutral abduction position and the position of the lower leg during the side lying activity.

